Planning music for your wedding at Our Lady of the Brook

Music is an essential part of the Roman Catholic tradition.  When well planned, music can help you to set the perfect mood, and evoke powerful emotions.  Jessica Koch, the Director of Music Ministry at Our Lady of the Brook Parish, is available to provide music for most weddings, and to help you choose appropriate music for your special day. Planning assistance is offered free of charge. Contact Jessica to make an appointment at least 3 months before your wedding.

Before you begin selecting music for your wedding, it is helpful to know the kind of mood you would like the music to set for your ceremony. Which of these phrases best describes your style?

· Small and intimate

· Regal and majestic

· Light and airy

· Chic and sophisticated

· Traditional

· Contemporary

 Instrumentalists, like flute, trumpet, violin, and harp, can help to establish the desired mood for your wedding.  Ask Jessica to help you select the instruments that fit your style and budget. Instrumentalists’ fees vary in price from $150 to $200.

If a family member or friend will be singing for your wedding, he or she must make arrangements to meet with Jessica before the day of the Wedding to practice the music. It is recommended that anyone without prior experience singing or playing for a Roman Catholic Mass should limit their performance to one song. See Music Ministry Guidelines, available online for your convenience at www.olbparish.org/ministryofmusic
Some tips…

Buy a wedding music CD to familiarize yourself with popular wedding selections.  You can get a CD like this anywhere that sells music... try Borders or search iTunes.
Pay attention to the kind of instruments on the recording.  Part of the reason you like a song might be the instruments that are used, and it is important to use the same kind of instruments to capture the same mood in the recording. Although piano and organ are beautifully simple, you may need other instruments to recreate the music you hear on a CD.
Plan your music at least 3 months before your Wedding.  You will have many other things to do closer to you big day, and it will be nice to have one thing you won’t have to worry about!
