
Our Lady of the Brook Mission Statement 
 
Our Lady of the Brook Parish is called to be a Catholic Community where all are welcome.   

Believing God to be the center of life, we commit to: 
† Remember the values handed on to us in the 

         Sacred Scriptures and teachings of the Apostles 
   † Celebrate Christ’s presence among us in Word and Sacrament 

† Act to foster peace, justice and compassion for all. 

 March 7, 2010 
Third Sunday of Lent 
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Date: March 7, 9 and 11 
Time: 7:00 PM 

Luke’s Gospel: 
A Guidebook for Our Lenten Journey 

Sun, March 7: Letting Luke’s Gospel 
Lead Us Into Lent 
 

Tues, March 9: Lessons for the  
Journey: the Parables of Luke 
 

Thurs, March 11: The Journey to  
Jerusalem: Death and Resurrection 
in Luke’s Gospel Dr. Pauline Viviano, Assoc. Professor of Theology, 

Loyola University Chicago 



Mass Intentions 
Saturday, March 6, 2010 
8:30 AM  † Alexander Mayer request Liz Drummond 
5:00 PM  † Deceased Members of the Bubak & Dougherty families 
Sunday, March 7, 2010 
8:00 AM   All the Members of Our Lady of the Brook Parish family 
9:30 AM  † Christine Bronken request of Elaine & Albert Meo 
 † Izzadore Salinas request of Joe Vita 
11:15 AM  † Peter & Helene Zogas request of Chris & Ken Hennig 
 † Leroy Keller Sr. request of Lois Keller 
Monday, March 8, 2010 
8:30 AM  † George Kiefer, Jr. request of family 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 
8:30 AM  † Lillian Pawlisz request of Ron & Gretchen Kane 
Wednesday,  March 10, 2010 
8:30 AM  † Sally McMahon request of Mary Duffy 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 
 8:30 AM   For All Those Who Have Lost a Child 
Friday,  March 12, 2010 
 8:30 AM  † Dolores Mickiewicz request of Rosalie Rodiek 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 
8:30 AM For Those Suffering from Natural Disasters 
 5:00 PM  † Lichter-Rengel families request of family  
Sunday,  March 14, 2010 
8:00 AM  All the Members of Our Lady of the Brook Parish family 
9:30 AM  † Michael Kubic request of John & Ginger Bradley 
 † Loretta Carlos & Dolores Romero request of Amadeo Carlos 
11:15 AM  † Teresita & Fred Villanueva request of Elaine & Albert Meo 
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For Those Who Have  
Requested Our Prayers 
 
Donald Abernathy, Sidney Ament, 
John Banner, Aaron Baqai, 
Paulette Baqai, Paul Butzen, Erin 
Clark,  Soledad de la Torre, Mary 
Didier, Harry Duppler, Elizabeth 
Ely, Stephanie James Ely, Laura 
Gilbert, Barbara Gron Gross,  
Brady Irwin, Vince Jans, Milton 
Johnson, Fr. Charlie Kouba, Rev. 
Medard Laz,  Aileen Miller, Roy 
Moller, Diana Mundt, Phyllis Mur-
phy, John Ormond, Karen 
Oswald, Dorino Politano, John 
(Jack) Riley, Katharina Rill, Tony 
Rodino, Joe Sandonato, Lucille 
Sommers, Cecilia Stephens, An-
gelo Suranno, Jade Swisher, 
Patricia Tingay, Victor P. Villasin, 
Colleen Vita, Collin Wehr 
 

Pray Also For Those 
Who Have Been Born 

to Eternal Life 
Pauline Wulsch, mother of 

Rev. Michael Wulsch 

OUR LADY OF THE BROOK PARISH 
Parish Family Worship Center & Rectory 

3700 Dundee Road Northbrook, IL  60062-2200 
Website: www.olbparish.org  

phone: (847) 272-5686 • fax: (847) 498-0899  
e-mail: rectory@olbparish.org  

 

Parish Staff/Rectory                         (847) 272-5686 
Father Thomas A. Moran, Pastor 
Father Robert Herne, Pastor Emeritus 
Father Anand Isukala, Associate Pastor 
Deacon Peery Duderstadt 
Deacon Dennis McAllister  
Jessica B. Koch, Director of Music Ministry   
Rosalie Rodiek, Business Manager 
Eva-Maria Rill, Parish Secretary 
Amy Principi, Bulletin Editor    bulletin@olbparish.org  
 

Office of Religious Education  
& Youth Ministry                               (847) 272-5131 
Justin Huyck, Director of Liturgy & Faith Formation  
Catherine Colleran, Administrative Assistant    
 

(Individual e-mail addresses are available on our 
website: click on “contact us” for a listing.) 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday Anticipated Mass - 5:00 PM 
Sunday Masses - 8 AM, 9:30 AM, and 11:15 AM 
Daily Mass - Monday through Friday - 8:30 AM 
Holy Day Masses - as Announced 
 
Baptisms 
Baptism - 1:00 PM on the second and fourth Sun-
days of the month. 
 
Sacraments of Reconciliation & Anointing 
The Sacrament of Penance is available on Saturdays 
at 11:00 AM until all confessions are heard or by ap-
pointment. 
Anointing of the Sick and Communion to the Home-
bound is available upon request. 
 
Weddings 
Marriage - Arrangements must be made a minimum 
of 6 months in advance. 
 

For all of these sacraments, please call the rectory 
office. 



I wish to extend a heartfelt welcome and 
sincere thank you to Dr. Pauline Viviano 
for being with us to lead us in this year’s 
Lenten mission.  Because of calendar 
conflicts the mission schedule is a bit unusual: weekend Mass then Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings in-
stead of the more familiar three or four consecutive evenings.  If you can’t make all three evening sessions please 
consider attending one or two sessions. 
  
Dr. Viviano will present the “Gospel according to Luke as a Guide to Our Lenten Journey”.  The Church, during this 
liturgical year, is using Luke’s Gospel for most of the Sunday readings. So we thought it appropriate to ask a Lucian 
scholar to facilitate our mission. 
  
I try to avoid using the terms Luke’s gospel, or Matthew’s, Mark’s or Johns’ gospel for that matter.  There is one 
Gospel, the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  The four canonical Gospels are the several evangelists’ exposition of that 
unique Gospel. Each Gospel writer has his own individual presentation depending on his own writing style, the 
needs of the community for which he was writing, and on the oral traditions that were preserved in his community. 
  
Matthew’s account is organized into five sections reminiscent of the five books of the Pentateuch.  If the identifica-
tion of Matthew with Levi the tax collector is accurate this organization skill is well explained.   Among Mark’s strong 
points is his brevity: no infancy story and no resurrection account in the original work – the appearances of the risen 
Christ are later additions by the early church.  John is the poet and theologian of the group.  The Prologue soars 
and the Last Supper dialog is very deep indeed. Luke, ah Luke!  Here is the master story teller.  From the infancy 
narrative where there is no room at the inn and the infant Jesus is wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a man-
ger to Calvary where there is the upper room for the Last supper and the slain Jesus is wrapped in burial clothes by 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus and laid in the tomb; Luke is the master of his craft. 
  
Please plan to be here on one or more of the evenings to explore the Gospel according to Luke with Dr. Viviano. 
  
Peace, now and always, 

Third Sunday of Lent • March 7, 2010         3 

Lenten Daily Mass &  
Midday Communion Services 

Mass: Monday-Saturday, 8:30AM 
Communion Service: Monday – Friday, 12:10PM 
As one way of connecting with God this Lent, we 
extend both our Daily Mass schedule to include Sat-
urday. We also extend the number of days on which 
we reflect on God’s word and receive communion at 
12:10PM, Monday through Friday. These brief 
Lenten liturgies supplement our daily Mass, the 
source and summit of our worship, for those not 
able to make it in the morning. Please join us.  

 
Lenten Stations of the Cross: Fridays at 7:00 PM 

Bread and Soup Supper on March 19 at 6PM 
Stations of the Cross are offered at 7PM in the 
Church during Lent. On March 19 our teens will be 
joined in an ecumenical effort by teens from other 
local communities to lead Dramatic Stations of the 
Cross, preceded by a Bread and Soup Supper at 
6PM. Also, save the day for Stations of the Cross 
from the perspective of Mary, led by our Women’s 
Club on March 26.  

PRAYER + FASTING + ALMSGIVING  
 
The Burning Bush and the Call of 
Moses: Today we hear the call of 
Moses to lead his people from op-
pression to freedom. God promises to be with them as 
they journey to a new life. Our participation in Catholic 
Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl unites us in 
prayer, fasting, and giving with the millions of people 
throughout the world who are oppressed by poverty, 
injustice, war, disease, and lack of education and other 
opportunities. 
 
This year, Our Lady of the Brook suggests two ways 
to enter into the Lenten and Christian discipline of 
almsgiving: (1) the Food Drive to benefit the Martin 
de Porres parish food pantry, and (2) Operation Rice 
Bowl. Food drive items may be left throughout Lent 
in the “shopping carts” that are set up in the social 
area. Rice Bowls can be picked up in the social area 
and should be returned to OLB on Holy Thursday – 
and by April 11 (the Second Sunday of Easter) at 
the latest.  



Stewardship of Treasure 
 

        2010    
                                         Feb. 28     Month to Date 
 
Sunday Collection      $   8,772.00  $35,049.00 
Credit/Debit Cards:        3,944.00 
Subtotal:                      $ 12,715.00 
 
Goal:                            $ 10,500.00 $42,000.00 
Excess/(Deficit):           $  2,215.00     $(6,951.00) 
 
Financial Stabilization Fund (FSF) to Date:  
 $120,410.00 
 
Poor Box      $38.00 
 
Have you switched to Electronic Giving yet?   
 
 Thank you for your continued 
support.  Remember Our Lady of 
the Brook Parish in your will. 
 

Readings for the Week of Mar. 7 
 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15b; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34; 2 Cor 5:  
  17-21; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Alternate readings (Year A): 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7,  
  10-13a; Ps 23; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9: 
  1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38] 

Upcoming Dates 
Mark your Calendars Now! 

 

Mar. 7, 9, 11: Parish Mission  
Mar. 14: Daylight Saving Time—clocks forward! 
Mar. 19: Dramatic Stations of the Cross/Soup Sup. 
Apr. 9—11: Men’s Retreat 
Apr. 10: Women’s Day of  Reflection 
Apr. 22: Women’s Club Meeting: Fabulous Flowers 

Brook Happenings 
 

Sunday, March 7, 2010 
10:30 AM Confirmation Prep 
7 PM     Parish Mission Begins 
Monday, March 8, 2010 
12:10 PM Communion Service M—F 
7:00 PM Parish Pastoral Council 
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 
7:00 PM Parish Mission 
7:00 PM Friends of Bill 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010 
11:00 AM  Staff Meeting 
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, March 11, 2010 
7:00 PM Parish Mission (opportunity for Reconc.) 
Friday, March 12, 2010 
7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 
11:00 AM  Confessions / 5:00 PM Mass 
Sunday, March 14, 2010 
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Preparing Your Taxes? 
 

If you would like a statement of your 
donations to Our Lady of the Brook for 
2009 for tax purposes, please call Eva in 
the parish office to request a statement 
(847) 272-5686. You may also send an 
email request to: 

 erill@olbparish.org. Thank You! 

Easter Flowers 
Please consider making a special donation for 
Easter Flowers, using the envelope found in your 
packet. We hope to make our Worship Space as 
beautiful as possible for Easter. Thank you for your 
generous support! 

BAH, BAH A BLACK SHEEP, HAVE YOU ANY WOOL? 
  
Or cotton or acrylic or whatever.  The Knit Wits, a group 
of ladies from OLB, are looking for your unused or extra 
skeins of yarn for their projects.  They make lap blankets 
and chemo caps for hospice  patients and hats and mittens 
for the New Life Shelter.  They need any kind of 
yarn,  any color or any amount that you have.  All of the 
yarn is gathered together to make their projects.  Please 
put the yarn in bags clearly marked for the “Knit Wits” 
and put them in the room where the clothing is packed up 
for St. Martin de Porres.  The patients and shelter resi-
dents will thank you. 
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 SAT. 5 pm Sun. 8:00 am Sun. 9:30 am Sun. 11:15 am 

Lector Maureen Caufield Louise Schwall Jan Zorn Mary Carlson 

 Charles Caufield Mary Ann Duderstadt John Marmet Elena Carlson 

Ministers of  
Communion 

Kathy Carroll 
Michael Nees 
Maxine Ratajczyk 
Charles Sansone 
Bruno Cortis 

Anita Loewenstein 
Charlie Mann 
Susan Mart 
Dcn Peery Duderstadt 
Kitty McCabe 

Lettie Bratta 
Jane Marmet 
Donna Johnson 
Dcn Dennis McAllister 
Peg Kritek 

Medy Newman 
Ted Nowaczyk 
Barbara Wilneff 
Bruce Carlson 
Emma Salazar 

Altar Servers   Stephanie Thottathil 
Anisha Thottathil 
Patricia Grod 

 

Ministry Schedule:  March 13 & 14, 2010 

Sacristan                                                            Veronica Villarreal 

Hospitality Volunteers                                    Kathy Mayer               Jan Zorn                   Mary Ann Drogos 

Linen Sacristan                                                 Mary Kusswurm  

Sharing Parish: Feed My Lambs 
 
Each year during Lent, as part of our almsgiving, we provide food for the families 
at our sister parish, St. Martin de Porres.  
Please take a lamb from the display in the Social Area and purchase Food Gift 
Cards from Jewel, Dominick’s or Cub Foods. Suggested donation: $10 per person 
in the family. Put the card in a box with cookies or candy so it will not get lost. 
Wrap the gift and put the lamb securely on the outside. Bring the gift as soon as 
possible, but no later than March 21, to the Social Area.  We thank you for your 
generous support! 

St. Norbert School  Board 
 
The St. Norbert School Board is seeking interested candidates 
for several membership positions beginning with the 2010/2011 
school year. Candidate applicants must be members of Our 
Lady of the Brook or St Norbert Parishes, or have a student 
enrolled at St. Norbert School. 
 
Each member is required to attend monthly Board meetings 
held throughout the school year. In addition, the member would 
serve on one or more of the School Board sub-committees. 
Serving on the School Board is a rewarding way to contribute 
to our children's Catholic education. 
 
Candidates are asked to complete an application prior to March 
31st. Forms are available at St. Norbert School. For e-mail 
forms or additional information please contact Committee 
Member Tayebe Shah-Mirany at tsm@ihr-mso.com.  

North Shore Senior Center 
  
"The Lunch Circle" - A New Congregate Lunch Program. 
The NSSC's Congregate Lunch Program is funded under Title 
III of the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended. Its pur-
pose is to provide hot, healthy midday meals to people 60 years 
of age and older. Join us at the Senior Center, 161 Northfield 
Road in Northfield every Monday and Wednesday at noon for 
good food and a chance to meet other seniors who live in the 
surrounding communities. Suggested donation $3 or any 
amount you are able to give. Meals are catered, not prepared 
on site. And it's a SUBSTANTIAL meal--tasty main course, 
side dishes, bread, milk. Each daily menu will provide 1/3 of 
what's recommended daily for seniors 60+. Note: this is a tem-
porary program--funding will end September 30. Lunches are 
available Noon on Mondays and Wednesdays, excluding 
holidays. You need to sign up to participate by calling NSSC at 
847.784.6063 by 10AM Fridays. 
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Adult Faith Formation 
“Be proud of your Catholic faith. Find ways to learn and grow in understanding of our history and the teachings of the Church. Partici-
pate in adult formation in your parish and share all that you learn with others” (Catholics Come Home – Chicago) 
  
Our Parish Lenten Mission: Sunday, 3/7 – Tuesday, 3/9 – Thursday, 3/11 at 7:00PM 
If you have a bulletin in hand, you heard Dr. Pauline Viviano provide her reflections on this Sunday’s gospel as a lead-in 
to her three day presentation: “Luke’s Gospel as a Guidebook for Our Lenten Journey”. 
  
Evening talk of Sunday, March 7th:  "Letting Luke's Gospel Lead Us into Lent" 
In this first talk we will focus on the various themes that come to the fore in the Gospel of Luke and explore how these 
themes can enhance our own experience of the gospel this Lent.  Reading for day #1: Luke 4:16-20 
  
Evening talk of Tuesday, March 9th:  "Lessons for the Journey: The Parables of Luke"  
Luke's presentation of the parables serve to underscore the message of salvation that is proclaimed by Jesus.  We will 
explore that message and its implications in this second talk. Reading for day #2: Luke 15:11-32 
  
Evening talk of Thursday, March 11th:  "The Journey to Jerusalem: Death and Resurrection in Luke's Gospel" 
In this final talk of the mission we will travel Jesus' journey to Jerusalem, face his death, and stand in wonder at the Res-
urrection.  We will explore what Jesus' death and Resurrection meant for Luke and what these events mean for us to-
day. Reading for day #3: Luke 24:13-31 
  
Each evening there will be an opportunity for dialogue and Q&A with Dr. Viviano. On Thursday, 3/11, there will also be 
opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation after the presentation. See our posters and website. 
  
Retreats and Women’s Day of Reflection: 
Mark your calendars!! The next Women’s Day of Reflection is planned for Saturday, April 10 at Techny with Sister Mary 
Ruth Broz.  The title is "A Spring Day of Renewal...Women Sowing Seeds of Change". Sr. Mary Ruth notes “As we 
gather this week after Easter, we will be invited to turn over the earth of our own lives, share some of the wisdom we 
have gleaned along the way, listen for where new life is stirring, and take heart from those women who have gone be-
fore us and who have taught us the importance of sowing seeds of change.” See our posters in the social area! More 
information coming soon. 
 

Our men’s silent retreat is also scheduled for the same weekend, April 9-11 at Bellarmine Retreat Center. 
An invitation has been extended to all the men who have recently attended, but there is room for those who have not 
done so, or would like to do it for the first time. Please see our website under Education / Adult for a complete descrip-
tion. You can register by calling the Bellarmine Retreat Center House at 847-381-1261. 
 

A women’s silent retreat is also scheduled by St Norbert’s for the weekend of April 16-18 at Bellarmine Retreat Center, 
but women of The Brook are welcome as well. They should call the Retreat House at 847-381-1261. 

Revolving Tables Open to Local Groups, Artists and Businesses 
 

The Northbrook Farmers Market offers three “revolving” tables available on a first-come, first-served basis during 
the 18-week season starting June 16. The market runs from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. Wednesdays through Oct. 13, in the 
Our Lady of the Brook church parking lot , 3700 Dundee Road. 
 

The Community Table, available at no charge to one non-profit service organization each week, offers a venue for 
service groups to promote their cause, recruit members and interact with the public. 
 

The Arts & Crafts Table, offered for a nominal fee to one renter each week, allows local artists and craftspeople an 
opportunity to showcase and sell their work. 
 

The Business Table, also available for a nominal fee, offers Northbrook businesses such as house painters, carpet 
cleaners and start-up companies, an opportunity to network locally by handing out flyers, business cards, and give-
aways. 
 

Anyone interested in reserving a Revolving Table at the Northbrook Farmers Market should contact Dale Duda at 
847-272-6359 as soon as possible. The Northbrook Farmers Market's mission is to provide local farmers, produc-
ers and artisans with an economic outlet and to serve the Northbrook community by making available for purchase 
fresh, high-quality produce and other locally produced goods for the benefit of all. 



Religious Education & Faith Formation for Children (K-8 & Preschool)  
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
9:30 AM Mass + Age 3 through Grade 5 
By popular request, we have expanded Children’s Liturgy of the Word, offered at the 9:30 AM Mass, through 
grade 5. Liturgy of the Word for Children is an opportunity for families to attend Mass together, with children 
dismissed during the Liturgy of the Word to experience and learn about the readings with a community of 
other young people. Children then rejoin their families for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 
St. Norbert & Our Lady of the Brook Religious Education News 
Jr High Confirmation: Please make a note of the change of date for the Confirmation Rehearsal and Baptis-
mal Renewal which will be held Monday, April 12th at 6:45pm at St. Norbert’s in the church. This is a 
change of date from April 14th. Please call the R.E. office with any questions you may have at 272-3086.  

 
Our Lady of the Brook Faith Formation Office: 847-272-5131 

St. Norbert’s Religious Education Office: 847-272-3086 
 
 

High School Youth Ministry & Confirmation Preparation 
 

HIGH SCHOOL DRAMATIC STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
Friday, March 19, 2010, At Our Lady Of The Brook 

4:00 p.m. Gather and Rehearse 
6:00 p.m. Bread and Soup Supper 

7:00 p.m. Stations 
 

Enter into Jesus’ Way of the Cross like you never have before:  become the people of the 
Stations of the Cross!  All in one evening:  rehearse, eat, and lead our churches in this pow-

erful and creative prayer experience.  Please contact Justin Huyck ASAP if you would like to participate:  
justin@olbparish.org; (847) 272-5131.  
 
High School Confirmation: Our next session is Sunday, March 21. We will begin with the Ritual of Presen-
tation at the 9:30 Mass, followed by our combined session with candidates and sponsors or parents at 10:30. 
 
Bridging the Gap Between Faith and Everyday Life with Teens continue at St. Norbert’s nex Sunday, 
March 14, after the 5:30 PM Mass. This program is for all high school teens… we will gather in the Vineyard 
for pizza, soda, and discussion about everyday life and how our faith helps us with these challenges.  
 
Pancake Breakfast: Next Sunday, March 14, 8am-11:30am at St. Norbert’s:  
We will serve breakfast in St. Norbert’s gym following next Sunday following their 7:30 and 9:30 masses.  All 
are welcome! For teens, this is a fun and easy service project, and a great way to help raise some money for 
the Youth Ministry.  The proceeds from the breakfast help fund our Summer Service Trips.  So PLEASE 
SIGN UP to help by e-mailing maggiebruce@sbcglobal.net or calling Maggie at (847)687-7696 and letting 
her know if you want to help serve after the 7:30 or the 9:30 mass, or both! 
 

Justin Huyck, Our Lady of the Brook: 847-272-5131 
Maggie Bruce, St. Norbert’s: 847-687-7696 

 
 

Continued on page 8...  
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Bulletin Deadline Changes 
 
Due to the upcoming holiday, the bulletin will have early 
deadlines for two issues. For the bulletin of March 28 
(Palm Sunday) submissions are due no later than 9 am on 
Thursday, March 18. For the bulletin of April 4 (Easter 
Sunday) submissions are due no later than 3 pm on Tues-
day, March 23.  Thank you. 
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LENTEN FASTING AND  
ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT 

 
Abstinence from meats is to be observed 
by all Catholics 14 years old and older on 
Ash Wednesday and on all the Fridays of 
Lent.  
 
By the threefold discipline of fasting, alms-
giving, and prayer the Church keeps Lent 
from Ash Wednesday until the evening of 
Holy Thursday. Our US Bishops issued in 
1966 this statement on penitential obser-
vance: "On Weekdays of Lent, we strongly 
recommend participation in daily Mass and 
self-imposed observances of fasting. In 
light of grave human needs which weigh 
on the Christian conscience in all seasons, 
we urge particularly during Lent, generos-
ity to local, national and world programs of 
sharing of all things needed to translate 
our duty to penance into a means of imple-
menting the right of the poor to their part of 
our abundance." 

Congratulations to our Parish’s Youth Leadership Award Winners! 
On Sunday, February 21, eight our parish’s teens were recognized by Bishop Francis Kane as winners of the 
“Vicariate II Youth Leadership Award,” and were recognized across four areas of ministry. Shown here at the 
banquet are: Peter Szostak (Prayer & Worship), Sean Manso (Prayer & Worship), Ryan Manso (Prayer & 
Worship), Sarah Gianni (Catechesis & Evangelization), Brigette Fine (Community Service & Social Justice), 
and Nick Haynes (Prayer & Worship), along with Bishop Kane, Dcn Peery Duderstadt, Jessica Koch, and 
Justin, Julia, and Adrian Huyck. Not able to attend but also recognized were Lysbeth Carrillo (Prayer & Wor-
ship) and Max Bareiss (Prayer & Worship). 

May it bear fruit in the future 
 
Have you ever taken a Gospel story and applied it to your life?  
This week’s Gospel (Lk 13:1-9) provides an opportunity to ex-
amine our faith lives through one of Jesus’ parables.  In the 
Gospel story, the landowner wants to cut down a tree that was 
not producing fruit.  The gardener pleads with him, ‘Sir, leave it 
for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and 
fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the future.” 
 
Can the fig tree be a metaphor for our faith?  Without attention 
and cultivation our faith lives can feel dry and unproductive 
which leaves us without joy in the present or hope for the fu-
ture.  These are the comments we have heard from Catholics 
who have returned since the Catholics Come Home ads aired 
on television. 
 
There may be someone in your parish that has recently returned to 
the church and is now attending Mass and receiving the Sacraments.  
Welcome them to your parish and you may hear their story.  The 
returning Catholics that contact the Office for Evangelization have 
told about returning to Reconciliation and renewing their commitment 
to prayer and reading Scripture.  These activities have begun to culti-
vate their faith and already they are experiencing joy and hope. 
 
The newly returned Catholics may have good advice for us all: re-
ceive the Sacraments often and spend time with God through prayer 
and Scripture.  Try these practices for a year and see how our faith 
life can bear much fruit.  






